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Iowa Official Register, 1915-1916. Compiled under the Supervision 
of Wm. S. Allen, Secretary of State, by Henry C. Bumgartner; 
Robert Henderson, State Printer; J. M. Jameson, State Binder. 
Des Moines, 1915. Pp. xvi+918. Illustrated. 

This twenty-sixth number of Iowa's official register compares 
favorably in make-up and subject matter with the legislative 
directories of the other States. It is a compendium of useful 
information on local government and institutions, religious and 
educational. The contents include a very poorly engraved map 
of the State on which many of the names of the towns and cities 
appear almost microscopically small; the documentary sources 
of constitutional liberty and government from the Magna Charta 
to Iowa's latest constitution; public officials and legislators from 
the territorial government to the Thirty-Sixth General Assembly; 
public and private education, political parties and platforms, 
recent election statistics, Iowa's representation in Congress and 
the organization of the federal government, a miscellaneous col- 
lection of local information; and fifty-six pages of biography in 
which the state officers, representatives and senators, and 
members of Congress are the modest subjects. 



Essays on Catholic Life. By Thomas O'HagaD, Ph.D., Litt.D. 
Baltimore: John Murphy Co., 1916. Pp. 166. 

Seven of the ten essays included in this little volume have 
already appeared in various Catholic periodicals and must be 
familiar to most of our readers. Of the remaining three, "The 
Influence of Religious Home Training" was read before the 
International Eucharistic Congress held in Montreal in 1910; 
"The Relation of the Catholic Journal to Catholic Literature" 
was heard by the Catholic Press Convention at Columbus in 
1911; and "The Relation of the Catholic School to Catholic 
Literature" was the subject of a paper read before the American 
Catholic Educational Convention held at Pittsburgh, July, 1912. 
The themes of the other essays are suggested by their titles — 
"The Office and Function of Poetry," "A Week in Rome," "The 
Irish Dramatic Movement," "Catholic Journalists and Journal- 
ism," "What Is Criticism?" "Catholic Intellectual Activities," 
and "The Catholic Element in English Poetry" — the last of 
which we recognize as the subject of an address delivered by 
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Dr. O'Hagan before the Fellows of The Knights of Columbus at 
the Catholic University in 1915. In all of these essays Dr. 
O'Hagan discusses subjects of concern to Catholics, and their 
reading will prove profitable and interesting. Any criticism 
of this writer's style would be superfluous. As a journalist, 
essayist, poet and critic he is a recognized figure in Catholic 
letters, and his contributions have been valuable additions to 
the disappointingly small output of Catholic literature in America. 
"Essays on Catholic Life" meets with our unstinted praise and 
its reading is heartily endorsed. It might be mentioned that 
Dr. O'Hagan has dedicated this volume to Bishop Shahan, 
Rector of the Catholic University. 



Diary and Visitation Record of the Right Rev. Francis Patrick 
Kenrick, Administrator and Bishop of Philadelphia (1830- 
1851), late Archbishop of Baltimore. Translated and edited 
by permission and under the direction of His Grace, the Most 
Rev. Edmond F. Prendergast, Archbishop of Philadelphia. 
Philadelphia: 1916. Pp. 298. Privately printed. 

It would be a mistake to imagine that scholarly works such 
as this are of value only to the delver in local historical lore 
or to surmise that only those ecclesiastical functions, which are 
peculiarly the part of the episcopate, are described therein. 
When Francis Patrick Kenrick was consecrated coadjutor to 
Bishop Conwell of Philadelphia, on June 6, 1830, the confidence 
placed in his wisdom and sanctity by the Fathers of the First 
Provincial Council of Baltimore (1829), in nominating him 
for that distracted Diocese, was a remarkable tribute to an 
ecclesiastic so young, for he was just then entering his thirty- 
third year. His achievements as coadjutor-Bishop from 1830 
down to Bishop Conwell's death in 1842, and from that date 
down to his appointment as Archbishop of Baltimore in 1851, 
are among the most conspicuous of Philadelphia's noble line of 
spiritual shepherds. Certainly, no episcopate was more crowded 
with stirring times. The trustee problem at St. Mary's Church 
saw his use of that powerful ecclesiastical weapon — the interdict; 
and his dramatic entrance into St. Mary's on New Year's day, 
1831, and the issuing of the interdict on April 16 following, are 
here described with an historical clarity, which allows us to 



